  ALISON (PECK) DINZEO
West Virginia College of Law, P.O. Box 6130, Morgantown WV 26506-6130 * 304-293-7249


ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

West Virginia University College of Law, Morgantown, W.V.
Professor of Law, 2014-Present; Associate Professor of Law, 2009-2014
Director of Immigration Law Clinic, 2017-Present
Director of International Programs, 2017-Present 
Courses: Immigration Law Clinic, Administrative Law, Property Law. Past Courses:  Lawyers as Entrepreneurs, International Trade Law, Agriculture & Food Law, Natural Resources Law, International Environmental Law, study abroad in Switzerland (international trade and human rights), Mexico (migration), Brazil (sustainable development), Uganda (sustainable development)

BOOKS

THE ACCIDENTAL HISTORY OF THE U.S. IMMIGRATION COURTS: WAR, FEAR, AND THE ROOTS OF DYSFUNCTION (University of California Press, May 2021) 
Finalist, 2022 ABA Silver Gavel Awards for Media and the Arts


ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS
The End of Empathy in Legal Storytelling, LAW & LITERATURE (forthcoming 2026)
Legal Stories without Villains, 87 U. PITT. L. REV. 717 (2026)
Widening the Historical Lens on US Immigration Policy, 140 ENGLISH HIST. REV. 196 (2025)
Re-Envisioning the Immigration Courts, IMMIGR. BRIEFINGS No. 21-10 (October 2021)
Standard Oil, Consolidation Coal, and the Roots of the Resource Curse in West Virginia, 124 W. VA. L. REV. 101 (2021).
Withdrawing from NAFTA, 107 GEO. L.J. 647 (2019)
Identity-Based Conflicts in Public Policy: The Case of Hydraulic Fracturing Policy in Pennsylvania, 79 U. PITT. L. REV. 437 (2018)
Re-Framing Biotechnology Regulation, 72 FOOD & DRUG L. J. 314 (2017)
The Failure of Federal Biotechnology Regulation, 51 VALPARAISO UNIV. L. REV. 483 (2017) (Symposium: Continuing to Fight Today’s Environmental Challenges) 
Talking About Shale in Any Language, in DELIVERING ENERGY LAW AND POLICY IN THE EU AND THE US: A READER (Raphael Heffron & Gavin Little eds., 2016) 
The Aftermath of Alt v. EPA: Unresolved Tensions in Poultry Farm Pollution Control, 118 W. VA. L. REV. 981 (2016)
The Cost of Cutting Agricultural Output: Interpreting the Capper Volstead Act, 80 MISSOURI L. REV. 451 (2015)
Does Regulation Chill Democratic Deliberation? The Case of GMOs, 46 CREIGHTON L. REV. 101 (2013)
Revisiting the Tea Party: Obesity and Food Consumption Laws in America, in SOCIAL SCIENTISTS EXPLAIN THE TEA PARTY MOVEMENT: WITH A SELECTION OF PRIMARY DOCUMENTS (Roger Chapman ed., 2012)
Sustainable Development and the Reconciliation of Opposites, 57 ST. LOUIS U. L.J. 151 (2012)
Cows v. Capitalists: Visions of a Post-Carbon Economy (Review of SIMON FAIRLIE, MEAT: A BENIGN EXTRAVAGANCE), 8 J. FOOD L. & POL’Y 127 (2012)
Revisiting the Original Tea Party: The History of Regulating Food Consumption in America, 80 UMKC LAW REVIEW 1 (2011)
Leveling the Playing Field in GMO Risk Assessment: Importers, Exporters, and the Limits of Science, 28 BOSTON UNIV. INT’L L.J. 241 (2010)
Toward an Advocacy Strategy for GMO Accountability, 21 GEO. INT’L ENVTL. L. REV.  371 (2008) 
Standing for Protection of Collective Rights in the European Communities, 32 GEO. WASH. J. INT’L L. & ECON. 367 (2000)

WORKS IN PROGRESS

CIVIL SERVANT: WILBUR J. CARR AND THE ROLE OF THE CAREER APPOINTEE (work in progress, sabbatical project 2025-26). Exploration of the role of the career civil servant through narrative nonfiction account of career of State Department administrator Wilbur J. Carr, 1892-1939.

The End of Empathy and the Power of Paradox (work in progress). Theorizes limitations of empathy in motivating audiences of narrative legal scholarship in era of identity-based public policy conflict and argues for power of paradox in promoting legal change through story.

REGULAR PUBLICATIONS

How We Got Here, on Substack. Author of weekly newsletter sharing stories from the history of U.S. immigration law and policy, with bulletins from the front lines of immigration practice today. April 2023-May 2025 (on temporary hiatus during start of sabbatical year). https://alisonpeck.substack.com/ 

365 Days of Disruption. Author of daily blog on legal education and technological, social, and doctrinal disruption in the legal profession, July 2023 – June 2024. https://www.alisonpeckbooks.com/365days  


CLINICAL TEACHING AND SERVICE

Direct Legal Services Provider, WVU Immigration Law Clinic, 2017-present. Supervised law students and appeared as counsel in a wide variety of immigration matters, including removal defense, bond hearings, affirmative asylum, family-based visas, and naturalizations. Law student teams successfully developed, drafted, and presented cases in immigration court and other agency proceedings. 
Immigrant Justice Corps – Unaccompanied Child Program Fellowship. Host organization (grant-sponsored), 2024-25. Initiated fellow sponsorship and supervised clinical fellow and WVU Law graduate Taylor Smith Backus in post-graduate fellowship in immigration and family law practice, funded by Acacia Center for Justice with appropriations from U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
Know Your Rights/Assert Your Rights Program, 2018 and 2025-2026. Organized statewide outreach program to assist community members in asserting their constitutional rights in the event of encounters with law enforcement, with 24 hour hotline staffed by volunteer law clinic interns and supervising attorneys. 
Clinical Legal Education Association Award, Excellence in a Public Interest Case or Project, Honorable Mention: WVU Immigration Law Clinic, 2021. Recognized for providing immigration legal services to underrepresented immigrant population in West Virginia
Afghan Asylum Summer Legal Clinic, Summer 2022. Provided pro bono legal services for six Afghans seeking asylum, Special Immigrant Visa, and family reunification. Supervised summer internship for two WVU Law students 
AmeriCorps VISTA Afghan Asylum Legal Clinic Volunteer, July 2022 – June 23. Initiated placement and hosted and supervised for VISTA volunteer providing program direction and support for Afghan Asylum Summer Legal Clinic and researching and advising on re-organization of clinic filing systems and recordkeeping 
Operation Allies Welcome/U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops Volunteer Attorneys, December 2021-January 2022. Two attorneys and five law students provided combined 360 hours of volunteer legal intake and counseling services for Afghan evacuees at federal facility in Wisconsin

OTHER SERVICE 

University Service

Faculty Senator, College of Law, 2024-25. Attended Faculty Senate meetings as delegate of College of Law.

Fulbright Committee, 2019-2024. Advised university students on Fulbright Applications; reviewed written applications, met with students, and gave oral feedback. 

Schuman Challenge, 2022. Provided subject matter advice to WVU Schuman Challenge team on question “How should the EU and the US collaborate in Afghanistan?” Undergraduate team members Bryanna Buker, Andrew Franklin and Abigail Smith placed third in the Challenge.

College of Law Service

Director of International Programs, 2017-2022. Led international programs development and administration for College of Law, including selection, visa facilitation, onboarding, and hosting of annual McDougall Visiting Professor of International Law; advising students in International Law Area of Emphasis; administration of study abroad programs in Geneva and Uganda.

Chair, International Programs Committee, 2017-2024. Led committee in evaluating and setting policy goals and needs regarding international programs. 

Member, Academic Planning Committee, Experiential Learning Subcommittee, 2023-24. Surveyed top clinical education programs nationally in preparation for report on reorganization of WVU Clinical Law Program.

Member, Appointments Committee, 2021-22. Reviewed applications and hosted candidates for College of Law faculty positions.

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

George C. Baker: Baker Cup namesake and Morgantown lawyer led a high-profile fight for mineral tax reform, WEST VIRGINIA LAWYER MAGAZINE (Fall 2021), https://en.calameo.com/read/00439780312a719613a45 
Should Immigration Courts Operate under the Attorney General? History Says this is an Accident that Should be Undone, HISTORY NEWS NETWORK (June 20, 2021), https://historynewsnetwork.org/article/180550 
THE PAGE 99 TEST, Alison Peck’s “The Accidental History of the U.S. Immigration Courts,” https://page99test.blogspot.com/2021/05/alison-pecks-accidental-history-of-us.html 
An Unexpected Human Story Behind Our Faulty Immigration Court System, UC Press Blog (May 26, 2021), https://www.ucpress.edu/blog/56264/an-unexpected-human-story-behind-our-faulty-immigration-court-system/ 
Free the Immigration Courts from DOJ to Take Politics Out of Immigration Cases, American Constitution Society Expert Forum (May 4, 2021), https://www.acslaw.org/expertforum/free-the-immigration-courts-from-doj-to-take-politics-out-of-immigration-cases/ 
Biden should call for Article I immigration courts, THE HILL (April 28, 2021), https://thehill.com/opinion/immigration/550693-biden-should-call-for-article-i-immigration-courts 
Major League Baseball Can Help Cuban Players without Helping Cuba, MIAMI HERALD (Jan. 7, 2019) (Op Ed) https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article224037590.html 
Editor, International Trade Law Profs Blog, http://lawprofessors.typepad.com/inttradelaw/
WVU Law Profs Urge Senate to Follow Constitution, CHARLESTON GAZETTE-MAIL (May 1, 2016) (Op Ed)
Scrapping the Coordinated Framework, Vol. 29, No. 1 GENE WATCH 13 (Jan.-May 2016)
Thinking It Through [Do we need GMO labels?], WVU MAGAZINE (Spring 2016)

MEDIA APPEARANCES
ROROTOKO, Cover Interview: Alison Peck on Her Book, ‘The Accidental History of the U.S. Immigration Courts,” Jan. 18, 2023, https://rorotoko.com/interview/20230118_peck_alison_on_book_accidental_history_us_immigration_courts/ 
WHO WROTE THAT UP FOR YOU? COURTROOM5 PODCAST, The Immigration Courts (Nov. 2, 2022)
WVNS-TV (CBS/FOX 59), Hispanic Heritage Month: The Road to Citizenship, (Sep. 30, 2021), https://www.wvnstv.com/news/hispanic-heritage-month-the-road-to-citizenship/ 
KERA Dallas/Forth Worth, THINK, Yes, the Immigration Courts Are Political (June 29, 2021), https://think.kera.org/2021/06/29/yes-immigration-courts-are-political/  
KJZZ Arizona, THE SHOW WITH STEVE GOLDSTEIN, Author Explores Migrant Justice System in Book ‘The Accidental History of the U.S. Immigration Courts: War, Fear, and the Roots of Dysfunction’ (June 8, 2021), https://kjzz.org/content/1689753/author-explores-migrant-justice-system-book-accidental-history-us-immigration-courts 
EL PASO MATTERS, Debbie Nathan, Opinion: The origin of U.S. immigration courts is stunning. They need to be overhauled (Book Review) (June 7, 2021)
NPR’s THE TAKEAWAY, A Look at Immigration Courts under the Biden Administration (May 24, 2021), https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/takeaway/episodes/the-takeaway-2021-05-24 
REDIRECT PODCAST, Dysfunction: A Historical Look at the Immigration Courts with Professor Alison Peck (May 23, 2021), http://www.redirectpodcast.com/2021/05/23/dysfunction-a-historical-look-at-the-immigration-courts-with-professor-alison-peck/ 
PUBLISHER’S WEEKLY, The Accidental History of the U.S. Immigration Courts (Book Review) (May 2021), https://www.publishersweekly.com/978-0-520-38117-9 
MOTHER JONES, Isabela Dias, The Original Sin of Americas’ Broken Immigration Courts (April 28, 2021) https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2021/04/the-original-sin-of-americas-broken-immigration-courts/ 
NPR CROSS CURRENTS WITH SCOTT WIDMEYER, VOTE: The 2020 Election (Oct. 31, 2020) (interview on immigration issues in 2021 and beyond)
NRI Samay Radio (India), GMO Food and Sustainable Agriculture (June 11, 2016), (featured interview), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wRIigNM0sK0 
Chicago Public Radio, WORLDVIEW: Food Mondays: Monsanto v. Geertson Seed Farms (May 24, 2010) (featured interview), https://www.wbez.org/stories/for-the-first-time-supreme/67d1d09e-1cc0-446e-83ac-70c08ba7743c. 


PRESENTATIONS

West Virginia Continuing Legal Education, Introduction to Immigration Law and Working with Non-Citizens (lead presenter); Representing Vulnerable Immigrant Populations in West Virginia (panelist); Introduction to Criminal-Immigration Issues (panelist) (Jan. 29, 2025)
West Virginia University School of Medicine Global Health Week, “Reducing Barriers to Health Care for Immigrants in West Virginia” (Oct. 8, 2024)
National Lawyers Guild, Immigration Section (Los Angeles), “The History of the Immigration Courts and Impacts on Immigration Practice Today” (Feb. 14, 2024)
DuPage County Bar Association CLE, “The Accidental History (and Potential Future) of the U.S. Immigration Courts” (April 13, 2022)
Washington & Lee School of Law Immigration Rights Clinic Guest Lecturer, “The History and Future of the U.S. Immigration Courts” (Feb. 16, 2022)
Justice for Afghan Women and Girls Now: Understanding and Action, WVU Libraries, Eberly College, WVU Women’s Resource Center, and WV NOW, panelist (Jan. 25, 2022)
American Constitution Society, Georgetown University Law Center, and Latin American Law Students Association, Presentation: Rethinking the U.S. Immigration System, A Discussion with Professor Alison Peck and Professor Philip Schrag (Sep. 14, 2021)
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at WVU, Presentation: Meet the Author: Alison Peck, “The Accidental History of the U.S. Immigration Courts” (Sep. 13, 2021)
WVU CLE, Criminal Law 2020, Presentation: Immigration Basics for Criminal Defense Attorneys: Padilla Obligations and “Crimmigration” Analysis (Sep. 18, 2020)
WVU CLE, Presentation: Representing Non-Citizens in Criminal and Family Courts: “Crimmigration” Advice and Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (May 22, 2020)
Morgantown Rotary Club, Presentation: ICE Raids and Other Local Issues in Immigration (Sep. 11, 2019)
WVU CLE, Real Estate and Land Use 2018, Presentation: Property Owner Liability Update (Sep. 7, 2018)
WVU CLE, Immigration Policies Every Lawyer Should Know, Presentation: Grassroots Efforts in West Virginia (Sep. 8, 2017)
Food & Drug Law Institute, Presentation: Re-Framing Federal Biotechnology Regulation, (Oct. 28, 2016)
WVU CLE, Real Estate and Land Use 2016, Presentation: Property Owner Liability Update (Oct. 22, 2016)
American Agricultural Law Association, Presentation: The Science and Law of Genetic Engineering (with Peter B. Goldsbrough, Purdue University Department of Botany and Plant Pathology) (Oct. 8, 2016)
Colloquium on Environmental Law Scholarship, Vermont Law School, Presentation: Hydraulic Fracturing as an Identity-Based Conflict (Sep. 23, 2016)
Mon River Colloquium, Presentation: Adapting Public Participation Channels to Resolve Identity-Based Conflicts (March 18, 2016) 
Case Western Reserve University School of Law, Food Law & Policy Group, Panelist: Labeled: Genetically Modified Organisms and the Law (January 29, 2016)
Valparaiso Law Review Symposium, Presentation: Peeling off the ‘Science Denier’ Label: GMO Labeling, Science and Politics (November 6, 2015)
West Virginia University Extension Service, Presentation Series: Agricultural Law: Frequently Asked Questions by West Virginia Farmers and Landowners (February 2015, February 2016)
University of Palermo, Buenos Aires, Argentina, Center for Studies in Environmental Law and Politics, Guest Speaker: Regulation of Shale Gas in the United States (June 9, 2014)
Great Lakes Antitrust Institute, Presentation and Panel Moderator: The Capper-Volstead Antitrust Exemption and Agricultural Supply Restraint Agreements (November 8, 2013)
American Agricultural Law Association, Presentation: Legal Issues in Federal GMO Labeling Policy (November 2, 2013)
Creighton Law Review Symposium on Agricultural Law, Presentation: Does Regulation Chill Democratic Deliberation?  The Case of GMOs (March 22, 2013)
George Washington University Law School Symposium: Export Measures Affecting International Trade in Natural Resources, Energy Products and Food Supplies, Presentation: Export Controls in Agricultural Products (Nov. 15, 2012)
Justen, Pereira, Talamini e Oliveira, Curitiba, Paraná, Brazil, International Arbitration Workshop, Presentation: International Arbitration and the Influence of the Common Law (August 6, 2012)
American Association of Law Schools, Agricultural Law Section, Presentation: Update on USDA Regulation of Biotechnology: 2011 (Jan. 7, 2012)
West Virginia Farm to Schools Conference, Morgantown, WV, Presentation: Giving Geographic Preference for Local Foods (Sep. 27, 2011)
Ohio Legal Scholars Workshop, Columbus, OH, Revisiting the Tea Party: The History of Regulating Food Consumption in America (Feb. 5, 2011)
Faegre & Benson, Food, Agriculture and Biofuels Conference, Minneapolis, MN: Agricultural Production to Food Consumption: Meeting the Challenges for Sustainable Success (July 28, 2010)  
Nation-Specific Risk Tolerance in the WTO: US-Continued Suspension of Obligations in the EC-Hormones Dispute, Nat’l Agric. Law Center (July 2009) http://nationalaglawcenter.org/assets/articles/peck_risktolerance.pdf 
Plant Biotechnology Law After Geertson Seed Farms: Potential Impacts n Regulation, Liability, And Coexistence Measures, Nat’l Agric. Law Center (September 2008), http://www.nationalaglawcenter.org/assets/articles/peck_aftergeertson.pdf
Summary of the WTO Interim Report in EC-Biotech, Nat’l Agric. Law Center, Sep. 19, 2006, http://www.nationalaglawcenter.org/assets/articles/peck_wtobiotech.pdf
State Regulation of Production Contracts, Nat’l Agric. Law Center, May 25, 2006, http://www.nationalaglawcenter.org/assets/articles/peck_contractregulation.pdf

AWARDS

Finalist, ABA Silver Gavel Awards for Media and the Arts, 2022 (for The Accidental History of the U.S. Immigration Courts)
West Virginia Executive, Lawyers & Leaders Award, 2021
IDEA (Innovation, Design, and Entrepreneurship) Faculty Fellow, WVU, 2021-23 
Significant Scholarship Award, WVU College of Law 2020-21
Significant Scholarship Award, WVU College of Law 2018-19
Significant Scholarship Award, WVU College of Law 2013-14

EDUCATION

LL.M. University of Arkansas 2008 (Agricultural Law)
J.D. Yale Law School 1995
B.A. Butler University 1992 (Journalism, Spanish, French)

JUDICIAL CLERKSHIPS

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, Hartford, Conn.			1995-96 
Law Clerk to Chief Judge Jon O. Newman

Court of Justice for the European Communities, Luxembourg			1999 
Law Clerk to the late Judge G. Federico Mancini 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES & EXPERIENCE

Bujuuko Foundation Inc.							        2015-present
President and Chairman
Co-founder of nonprofit organization that fosters young entrepreneurs in developing countries by sponsoring student projects to improve their own secondary schools. 

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops Afghan Support Project	        Dec. 2021-Jan. 2022
Attorney Volunteer
Conducted one-on-one consultations with arriving Afghans at U.S. military base for three weeks to educate individuals on potential immigration. Designed and supervised WVU Immigration Law Clinic students in conducting asylum workshop with arriving Afghans.

University of Arkansas School of Law, Fayetteville, Ark.				2008-09 
Adjunct Professor of Law 
Courses: International Environmental Law (J.D. program); Sustainable Agriculture (LL.M. program in Agricultural Law)

Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP, Washington D.C.					1999-2005  
Senior Attorney, International Arbitration and Litigation  
Represented clients through all stages of national and international arbitral proceedings, including UNCITRAL, ICC, and AAA.  Represented clients in complex commercial litigation, including antitrust class actions.  

Baker & Daniels, LLP, Indianapolis, Ind.						1997-98  
Associate, Litigation.  
Matters included railroad property, employment discrimination, and commercial contracts.

Global Constitutionalism Project at Yale Law School, New Haven, Conn.		1996-97 Assistant Director and Senior Research Fellow.  
Conducted research and prepared course materials for annual seminar of supreme and constitutional court judges from around the world.  Observed and provided research support for judges at seminars.


BAR ADMISSIONS

West Virginia, District of Columbia, Indiana


SKILLS

Conversational fluency in Spanish, Portuguese, and French
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